20                                BACON.
of one side of the case, whatever obscurity may still rest upon it from the non-representation/'' except by Bacon's subsequent confession, " of the other." Almost immediately after the constitution of the Committees, new cases were sent up from the Commons, and it was soon apparent to Bacon that the sentence must go against him. The only question for him was how and how far he could procure a mitigation of the penalties. At first, he seems to have hoped to escape with a general submission and the resignation of the Great Seal, so avoiding the ignominy of a formal sentence. cc If it be reformation that is sought/'' he says in a letter to the king,, " the very taking away the seal, upon my general submission, will be as much in example for these four hundred years as any further severity/'' But the Lords were not in a frame of mind to be content either with a general submission or with the resignation of his office. Notwithstanding the evident wish of the prince and Buckingham that the House should accept Bacon's offer, it was resolved that the confession was not full enough, and must be framed so as to correspond with the particular charges. He was allowed, however, after a division, to reply by letter instead of in person. On the 30th of April, the Cf Confession and humble Submission of me, the Lord Chancellor/'' was delivered to the Lord Chief Justice, and read in the House. In this document, he says: te Descending into my own conscience, and calling my memory to account so far as I am able, I do plainly and ingenuously confess that I am guilty of corruption; and do renounce all defence, and put myself upon the grace and mercy of your Lordships/'' . He then deals with the particular charges, twenty-eight in number, making, so far as we can judge, a full and candid statement of his exact degree of guilt in each case. Most of the presents had been received after the causes had been decided and without any antecedent promise, but some had undoubtedlyr. Spedding says, " we probably know the worstch 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
